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CHAPTER 1 
 
 
 
 

Hello readers and learners. Nashida: Visits 
Mississippi’s Old Capitol Museum is the 
third volume of the Moses Meredith Cultural 
Arts Children’s Book Series.  

This story describes Nashida’s tour of the 
Old Capitol Museum in the capital City of 
Jackson, Mississippi. Nashida, a 10-year-old 
5th grader, was born here in 2009 at the 
University of Mississippi Medical Center.  

Mississippi has a rich history. People from 
around the world visit the capital city to 
partake of its iconic historical sites and 
markers. Nashida has been learning local 
history through museum tours, visits to 
historical markers, and extra study. 

The summer of 2017, at age eight, 
Nashida visited a museum for the first time in 
her life. She toured the Smith Robertson 
Museum and Cultural Center and completed 
the City of Jackson’s Civil Rights driving 
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tour where she learned about Senator James 
O. Eastland, Civil Rights icon Medgar Evers, 
Writer Margaret Walker Alexander, Civil 
Rights lawyer R. Jess Brown, and other local 
history. At the end of that summer, Nashida 
proudly proclaimed, “Learning history is 
fun.” 

Nashida’s hometown of Jackson was 
formed in 1821. In 2021, Jackson will 
celebrate its bicentennial which is 200 years. 
The city has grown significantly since its 
frontier days. Today, Jackson is the largest 
city in the state. The Old Capitol is one of 
Mississippi’s oldest landmarks.  

The story about the Old Capitol is 
remarkable; it goes back hundreds of years 
before electricity, cars, and telephones were 
invented. Back then, people traveled by 
horse. Some families owned wagons; others 
who were more fortunate owned horses and 
buggies.  

There were no hospitals in Jackson in the 
1820s. Babies were delivered at home by 
midwives and doctors, whether home was a 
rented room, a log cabin, or a row house.  



5 

 
Photo by William E. Wilson, 1867, Savannah, Georgia 

 

 
Pupils observe a horse and buggy, Washington, D.C., 

1899, Courtesy of the Library of Congress 
 

The name ‘Nashida’ means student. As 
the name implies, Nashida is a studious girl 
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who loves to read interesting books.  
Nashida asked three of her favorite 

classmates to describe the Old Capitol 
Museum and this is what they said. 

Henry said, “The Old Capitol Museum 
was were laws were made when Mississippi 
was a young state.” 

Jana declared, “Mississippi’s first state 
library is in the Old Capitol. A lot of boring 
law books are on the bookshelves.” 

Mia said, “People from all over the world 
visit the Old Capitol Museum. One day we 
saw Chinese and other foreign money in the 
glass donation box.” 

Nashida’s mother said, “Everyone has an 
opinion.” Henry, Jana, and Mia shared 
different views about the museum. 

Henry is correct. Jana is telling the truth. 
Mia is too.   

Nashida’s mother is a history professor at 
Tougaloo College. She has a very strong 
vocabulary, but she does not always use big 
words. She said, “There is a time and place 
for everything.” When she discusses history 
lessons with children visiting her class during 
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the summer, she uses simple words, so her 
discussion will not go over the children’s 
heads. 

Whenever she says words that Nashida 
doesn’t understand and Nashida asks her, 
“What does that mean?” 

Nashida’s mother always replies, “Look it 
up.” 

If readers run across words they do not 
understand, hopefully they can look the 
words up! However, there is an old saying 
“keep it simple.” On that note, some of the 
terms, especially legal terms, have been 
defined or implied in the text. 

As Henry said, “Everybody does not have 
a children’s dictionary at home.” 

Mia noted, “The twins at the end of my 
block do not have Internet at home. Mama 
lets them use our computer to do their 
homework when the library closes early.” 

Jana said, “I have a children’s dictionary, 
but I do not have a law dictionary. I am going 
to ask daddy to buy me one.” Jana is a very 
good speller. She loves word puzzles and 
participating in Spelling contests.  
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Nashida and her mother conducted 
research by reading extra material about the 
Old Capitol Museum. While Nashida agrees 
with her classmates, she learned from her 
studies that there is a lot of information to 
share about the Old Capitol and the 
lawmakers that walked through the halls.  

It’s true as Henry stated. Mississippi had 
only been a state 22 years in 1839 when the 
old capitol was completed. Jackson had only 
been a township 18 years. 

By 1820, the Choctaw Indians had lost 
millions of acres of land in central 
Mississippi to the federal government 
through several treaties. The land deals 
opened new settlements to incoming whites.  

A large area of land was named for 
General Thomas Hinds. Mr. Hinds served as 
a Calvary commander for Major General 
Andrew Jackson during the Battle of New 
Orleans which is known as the War of 1812.  

The City of Jackson was named in honor 
of Andrew Jackson. He worked his way up 
the ranks of the military and was the 7th 
president of the United States of America 
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from 1829-1837. He led our young country in 
several wars. Mr. Hinds commanded soldiers 
in wars too.  

 

 
By Jacob Maas, Franklin Engraving Office, 1829. 
Library of Congress. The United States Capitol is called 
the White House. 

 
Mr. Jackson’s parents were born in the 

foreign country of Ireland which is an island 
on the coast between England and Wales on 
the continent of Europe. The Jackson’s 
traveled on a ship from Ireland with other 
immigrants during Colonial times and moved 
on the outskirts of Charleston, South 
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Carolina.  
Andrew Jackson’s father died before he 

was born. Young Andrew grew up in 
Charleston with his mother and two older 
brothers. He was 13 years old on May 12, 
1780 during the American Revolution when 
Great Britain soldiers took control of 
Charleston.  

The following year, Andrew was cut with 
a sword because he refused to clean the boots 
of a British officer. Andrew’s older brothers 
died from wounds they received during the 
conflict. That same year, Andrew’s mother 
who was nursing other injured relatives died 
too. Andrew became an orphan and had to 
live in a group home.   

Mr. Jackson has a ‘rags to riches’ story; 
he was self-made. He grew up poor, made a 
name for himself in the military, married a 
wealthy southern woman, and acquired a 
large plantation near Nashville, Tennessee.  

Andrew Jackson earned a lot of money as 
a slaveholder and slave trader. As a military 
leader, he led troops into battle, helped draft 
treaties and plans to remove Indians from 
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their homeland for the United States 
government.  

Our government took the Choctaw 
Indian’s land and divided it. The land 
renamed Hinds County was so large, it was 
divided into seven counties: Bolivar, Copiah, 
Holmes, Madison, Rankin, Simpson, and 
Yazoo. The government sold the land to new 
settlers for $1.25 per acre.  

Nashida’s mother said all groups need the 
law on their side to succeed in society. The 
treaty benefited the government and new 
white settlers, but the treaty offered very few 
benefits to Choctaw Indians. 

Last week Nashida’s parents drove her to 
Doak’s Stand where the Indians, Mr. 
Jackson, and Mr. Hinds signed the treaty in 
1820. Doak’s Stand is on the Natchez Trace 
Parkway near the Ross Barnett Reservoir.  

Nashida was puzzled when she learned 
that the Choctaw Chiefs made a deal which 
did not benefit Indians. Her mother said some 
of the Chiefs signed an X on the treaty 
because they could not read which indicated 
they did not understand what they were 
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agreeing to do.  
The treaty changed the lives of Indians 

forever. By 1830, thousands of Choctaws 
were forced to move from Mississippi under 
the command of General Jackson and more 
whites moved to central Mississippi.  

In other words, the law books in the old 
state library included laws which turned old 
worlds into new worlds. This transformation 
created opportunities for whites and tragedy 
for Indians. In those days, most Africans 
were enslaved and brutally mistreated. Free 
Africans enjoyed the fruits of their labor. 
Yet, most Africans were in bondage.  

The institution of chattel slavery in North 
America was the evilest form of slavery 
known throughout the history of mankind. 
Chattel is a commodity such as ham, beef, 
and chicken which has a monetary value. In 
those days, Africans were bought and sold on 
the market like cattle.   

Africans were exploited by plantation 
owners who were called planters. Planters 
owned large farms and planted cotton, wheat, 
sugarcane, and corn. Africans worked from 
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sunup to sundown without pay; planters and 
slaveholders earned a lot of money from the 
cheap labor of Africans.  

Enslaved Africans built barns, bridges, 
churches, homes, and lodges. They worked in 
agricultural industries harvesting grain, 
wheat, tobacco, and fruit; they herded 
livestock. Africans enslaved in cities worked 
on shipping docks, at taverns, and in homes. 

The government took the land from the 
Indians and Africans worked the land and 
built the towns to benefit white settlers and 
white society. The Black Codes, Jim Crow 
rules, and many laws were debated and 
signed into law in the chambers of the Old 
Capitol which was also called a ‘statehouse.’ 

Nashida’s mother said history is ugly but 
we must learn it so we can create better 
societies. There are many communities in 
society. Laws have a great influence on the 
lives of people who live in communities.  

Before the Civil War, Mississippi society 
included planters, who were usually white; 
they owned slaves and were rich. Enslaved 
Africans were treated like subhumans; they 
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did not own land or homes. They were on the 
lowest level in society. They did not even 
earn a penny to pay rent. As European whites 
took over the land, they formed new 
governments and became powerful. 

 

 
P.P. Pitchlynn, National Council of the Choctaw Nation 
Speaker and Choctaw delegate to the United States by 
Charles Fenderich 1842 
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Poor whites were exploited, but they were 
not considered subhumans. Many poor white 
tenant farmers were paid low wages and had 
to work 16 hours per day. Poor white 
children worked long hours too. 

Nashida’s father told her that we must 
learn the language of the law in order to 
understand the consequence of laws. Her 
mother is a firm believer that people must 
build a good vocabulary and have a great 
command of the English language to 
understand laws or the terms of treaties.  

Last year when Nashida was in the fourth 
grade, she received a small black law 
dictionary for her birthday. She keeps it on 
her bookshelf in her bedroom. Now, she is 
learning legal terms. 

According to Barron’s Law Dictionary, a 
treaty is an agreement between two or more 
independent nations. Doak’s Treaty was 
between the United States of America and 
the Choctaw Nation.  

The Mississippi Constitution of 1832 was 
created in Jackson in the first statehouse. The 
law gave liberty and equal freedom to 
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freedmen. But freedmen did not have equal 
excess to public services. Hospitals and 
schools are examples of public services.  

 
Article I Declaration of Rights stated: That the 

general, great, and essential principles of liberty 
and free government may be recognized and 
established, we declare: 

 
Section 1. That all freemen, when they form a 

social compact, are equal in rights; and that no 
man, or set of men, are entitled to exclusive, 
separate public emoluments or privileges from the 
community, but in consideration of public 
services. 
 

Emolument are wages, a salary, or 
business profit. In 1866, after the Civil War, 
lawmakers wrote Black Codes which 
governed the conduct of freed Africans and 
Mulattoes. These rules were very unfair.  

Conduct related to how the law managed 
the behavior of freedmen. For example, a 
newly freed boy and his white friend could 
go fishing on a private pond, but they could 
not sit beside each other in public at a 
carnival, a play, a musical, or a circus.  
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The Black Codes made it illegal for 
African Americans and whites to date or 
marry. Persons found guilty of interracial 
marriage could be convicted in court of a 
felony and required to serve life in prison at 
the State penitentiary. Prison labor was hard. 
Some prisoners were worked to death. 

A felony is a criminal act for which 
someone can be sent to prison if he or she is 
found guilty. A felony differs from a 
misdemeanor crime. A misdemeanor is a 
minor crime like parking a car illegally in the 
handicap parking space. Persons convicted of 
misdemeanors are usually required to pay 
fines.  

A Mulatto is a person with one white and 
one African parent. In the 19th century, 
whites, especially southern whites, believed 
they were superior to Africans and mixed 
persons with darker skin. After the Civil War 
Mississippi lawmakers created very harsh 
laws restricting the freedom of freedmen and 
made it unlawful for whites to socialize with 
freedmen. 
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Civil Rights of Freemen in Mississippi: 
 
All freemen, free negroes and mulattoes in this 
State, over the age of eighteen years, found on the 
second Monday in January, 1866, or thereafter, 
with no lawful employment or business, or found 
unlawful assembling themselves together, either 
in the day or night time, and all white persons 
assembling themselves with freemen, free negroes 
or mulattoes, or usually associating with 
freedmen, free negroes or mulattoes, on terms of 
equality, or living in adultery or fornication with 
freed women, freed negro or mulatto, shall be 
deemed vagrants, and on conviction thereof shall 
be fined in a sum not exceeding, in the case of a 
freedman, free negro or Mullatto, $50, and a white 
men $200, and imprisonment at the discretion of 
the court, the free not exceeding 10 days, and the 
white man not exceeding six months.  
 

Here is a Vagrancy Law:  
 
Section 1. Be it enacted by the legislature of 

the state of Mississippi, that all rogues and 
vagabonds, idle and dissipated persons, beggars, 
jugglers, or persons practicing unlawful games or 
plays, runaways, common drunkards, common 
nightwalkers, pilferers, lewd, wanton or lascivious 
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persons, in speech or behavior, common railers 
and brawlers, persons who neglect their calling or 
employment, misspend what they earn, or do not 
provide support of themselves or their families or 
dependents, and all other idle and disorderly 
persons, including all who neglect all lawful 
business, or habitually misspend their time by 
frequenting houses of ill-fame, gaming houses, or 
tippling shops, shall be deemed and considered 
vagrants under the provisions of this act; and, on 
conviction thereof shall be fined not exceeding 
$100, with all accruing costs, and be imprisoned 
at the discretion of the court not exceeding ten 
days. 

 
A vagabond is a homeless person; a 

pilferer takes things that do not belong to him 
or her; rogue was a negative term meaning 
scoundrel, scalawag, or rascal; basically, the 
Vagrancy Law gave law enforcement such as 
sheriffs the right to arrest newly freed 
Africans who were homeless or unemployed.  

Today, Jugglers work at the circus 
juggling balls to entertain the crowd; 
shoplifter is another name for pilferer. 

People who could not take care of 
themselves and their families financially 
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were fined and or arrested. In Europe similar 
Vagrancy laws were on the books and poor 
peasants were often arrested and required to 
work at factories or for large business 
owners. 

 

 
Illustration of peasants working near a castle in Europe 
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CHAPTER 2 

 

 

 

 

 
Aerial (air) view of Jackson, Mississippi in 2010, where 
the Pearl River crosses at Lakeland Drive off I-55.  

Carol M. Highsmith, photographer 
 

Nearly 200 years ago the land site for the 
City of Jackson was a wilderness with no 
human inhabitants. By the mid-1820s, a few 
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trees had been cleared on small sections of 
land for new settlers to build log cabins and 
other structures. Today, as you can see from 
the photograph, there remains uncleared land 
along the Pearl River.  

The city’s founders were attracted to this 
land because the Pearl River was a water 
supply. This river has supplied our citizens 
with water for nearly 200 years.  

 

 
Published by Currier & Ives. Library of Congress 

 

In the early 1800s, Mississippi Indians 
lived in log cabins. Some Indians on the 
upper Mississippi River going north lived in 
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teepees. Indians used canoes to navigate the 
rivers. They fished too. People have been 
eating fish for thousands of years. 

When Nashida and her parents visited the 
Old Capitol Museum her father parked his F-
150 Ford truck in the rear of the building and 
the three of them walked up several stairways 
and around the sidewalk to the front of the 
building facing State Street.  

The Mississippi Department of Archives 
and History and the two new museums are 
across the street on North Street. Nashida and 
her mother conducted research in the 
Department of Archives and History on four 
former Mississippi governors last year.  

They also visited the new Civil Rights 
Museum and the Mississippi Museum. The 
Old Capitol Museum, the Mississippi 
Department of Archives History, and the 
museums are financed with state funds.  

The taxes we pay on goods like 
hamburgers and clothes are collected by the 
state and used for state public services and 
institutions. Colleges, museums, parks, and 
schools are institutions funded by the state. 
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There are usually two flag poles in front 
of state operated buildings displaying the 
American flag and the state flag. 
Mississippi’s state flag includes 13 stars 
which represent the Confederate Battle Flag 
which was stuck in the ground during the 
Civil War representing the Confederacy.  

The Confederate states fought to create a 
separate country and to preserve the rights of 
slaveholders to enslave Africans. A system of 
slavery, the Black Codes, and Jim Crow rules 
were created by lawmakers. Those laws 
formed unfair economies which benefited 
Mississippi whites and exploited Indians, 
Africans, and African Americans.  

When Nashida was in the 3rd grade, she 
watched the movie “Selma.” She was so 
confused about the customs during the Jim 
Crow south that her parents decided to teach 
her about culture and history by taking her to 
museums, historical sites, and allowing her to 
read about history. 

Nashida declared, “Over the past two 
years, I have visited practically every 
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museum in Jackson. My favorite museum is 
the Smith Robertson Museum.”  

The City of Jackson owns and oversees 
the Smith Robertson Museum and Cultural 
Center on Bloom Street off High Street. 
Smith Robertson was the first black 
lawmaker in Jackson after the Civil War. 
Before the war, he was a slave in Fayette, 
Alabama. After he obtained his freedom, he 
moved to Jackson. 

Ninety years passed from the time Mr. 
Robinson was an alderman in Jackson before 
African Americans were elected in 1985 to 
city government again.  

Today, most of the lawmakers who run 
the City of Jackson are African American. 
There are seven city councilpersons. Six are 
men and one is a woman. One man and one 
woman are white. Five men are African 
American. Chokwe Antar Lumumba, a 
lawyer, is the 6th African American mayor. 

Lumumba is an African word which 
means gifted or talented man. Mr. Lumumba 
is a skillful lawyer just like his father the late 
Chokwe Lumumba. His father was the 4th 
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African American mayor in the capital city. 
Harvey Johnson was first. Frank Melton was 
second.  

Mr. Melton died in office; he did not 
complete his term. Leslie McLemore, who 
was the president of Jackson’s City Council 
at the time of Mr. Melton’s death, completed 
Mr. Melton’s term in office.  

Tony Yarber was the fifth African 
American mayor. He was elected to fill the 
vacant seat left by Mr. Lumumba’s father 
who died in office. So far, Harvey Johnson 
has been the only African American mayor 
of Jackson to serve a full four-year term in 
office. Mr. Johnson served two terms. 

The lawmaking body in Jackson does not 
fly the state flag at the Smith Robertson 
Museum or at City Hall. The city’s position 
against this old symbol which represents 
white rule during slavery times shows the 
power of a body of lawmakers.  

In the past 10 years, other city leaders 
across the state stopped flying the state flag 
too, but the majority white voters in 
Mississippi are holding on to the past; they 
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cherish the state flag. The Confederate Battle 
Flag was flown on the battlefield 154 long 
years ago.  

Last month in April of 2019, the Governor 
of New Jersey, Philip D. Murphy ordered the 
Mississippi flag to be removed from Liberty 
State Park where dozens of flags are flown. 
Governor Murphy said Mississippi’s 
Confederate Battle flag does not reflect the 
values of New Jersey citizens. The Statue of 
Liberty and Ellis Island in New York City 
can be seen by visitors standing in Liberty 
State Park. 

 

 
Statue of Liberty, Photo by Detroit Publishing Co. 1905 
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During the 1830s, Mississippi lawmakers 
were from older states such as Georgia, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina. Those 
states moved its capital city to the center of 
the state. North Carolina made Raleigh its 
capital. South Carolina choose Columbia. 
Georgia settled on Atlanta. Mississippi 
lawmakers followed the example of political 
leaders in older states and moved the 
statehouse from Natchez to Jackson.  

 

 
Illustration published by Currier & Ives 

Courtesy of the Library of Congress 

 
The edge of Natchez was on the 

Mississippi River. Some wealthy citizens 
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lived on the riverbank in mansions like 
wealthy people live on beach shores in 
coastal areas today. 

The first residents of Jackson were 
lawmakers, who lived in a few cabins on 
muddy roads stretching from Tombigbee 
Street, Amite Street, and Congress Street. In 
those days, West Street was considered the 
west side of town. By 1825, there were a few 
taverns and hotels in town. 

From 1833 to 1840, lawmakers spent over 
$342,000 in funds to build, furnish and 
decorate the Old Capitol. The state spent over 
a quarter of a million dollars which was a lot 
of money in the 19th century compared to the 
$3,000 which was spent to build the first 
smaller statehouse in Jackson in 1822. 

Thomas Hinds, William Lattimore, and 
Peter Vandorn served on a special 
commission and drew a map of Jackson. Mr. 
Hinds was a military general who had served 
in the Mississippi legislature. Mr. Lattimore 
was a physician from Norfolk, Virginia. Mr. 
Vandorn was a Princeton graduate. Of the 
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three men, Mr. Vandorn was experienced at 
mapmaking.  

City leaders wanted the best for Jackson. 
In 1821, the legislature created a law 
requiring individuals to build nice log or 
frame houses. At that time very few people 
lived in Jackson which was mainly an idea on 
the map which the commission drew.  

On Christmas Eve of 1822, eight senators 
and 22 representatives assembled in the first 
smaller statehouse in Jackson. Governor 
Walter Leake noted that they were assembled 
for a special occasion because it was the first-
time lawmakers had assembled in a building 
owned by the state.  

William Nichols became the chief 
architect in 1835 responsible for designing 
the state capitol. He earned a salary of $2,000 
per year which was very good money back 
then. He had overseen the construction of 
statehouses in Alabama and North Carolina.  

Mr. Nichols met the brightest builders in 
the south in New Orleans where he worked 
briefly as an architect several years before he 
was hired by the state of Mississippi. New 
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Orleans craftsmen did the ornamental work 
on the new statehouse.  

The Old Capitol was an impressive 
building. The centerpiece had a central 
rotunda topped by a large dome. The building 
has three stories. There is a ground level or 
basement floor, and two upper floors. In 
those days, the speaker’s chair was on the 
north wall.  

Laborers included painters, bricklayers, 
carpenters, and roofers; several contractors 
leased the services of skilled slaves from 
slaveholders in New Orleans to work on the 
construction of the state capitol too.  

No money was spared to construct the 
statehouse because the design reflected the 
wealth of Mississippians. The wealthiest men 
in the country lived in Natchez. They earned 
a lot of money from the institution of chattel 
slavery.  

Africans arrived regularly at the 
Mississippi River port in Natchez. Africans 
were sold into slavery at shipping ports in 
Mobile, Alabama, New Orleans, Louisiana, 
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Charleston, South Carolina, and Galveston, 
Texas.  

In 1839, the Old Capitol became our 
statehouse; it was the largest and nicest 
building in the state. Citizens were proud of 
this grand building; they felt a great sense of 
pride to walk through the halls and admire 
the décor and furnishing.  

The roof was covered with copper. The 
stonework and brickwork were magnificent. 
Ornaments adorned large round columns. 
The columns in the senate chamber, the 
chancery courtroom, and other sections 
resembled ancient Greece and Roman 
architecture. 

Mr. Nichols supervised the construction of 
the state’s first penitentiary off State Street 
too. From 1843 to 1844, he designed and 
supervised the construction of First 
Presbyterian Church on North State Street.  

In 1845, the University of Mississippi 
hired Nichols to design the campus and 
buildings in Oxford. Nichols designed the 
first building including the Lyceum which 
stands magnificently today. 
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The University of Mississippi was a 
former slave plantation. The college’s 
nickname is “Ole Miss” which was the pet 
name of the mistress of the plantation.  

After the grand statehouse was built, the 
Mississippi legislature became the first 
lawmaking body in the Unites States of 
America to grant married women the 
absolute right to own property. Before the 
law was created, when woman married her 
land was controlled by her husband. 

Under the old law, if a woman’s husband 
owed creditors such as businesses or 
individuals, the woman could be sued; if the 
party won, the husband’s debt could be 
collected from the wife.  

Some lawmakers debated with their 
colleagues in Latin. One day Chief 
Greenwood Leflore, who had been elected in 
1831, gave a speech on the floor of the 
capitol in Choctaw. He spoke Choctaw and 
English. The lawmakers did not understand a 
word of his speech. Afterward lawmakers 
changed the rules and speakers were required 
to debate in English. 
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Reference Maps 
 

 
 

 
 

In 1840, the city of Jackson’s namesake 
and the former president, Andrew Jackson, 
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toured the Old Capitol, which is the only 
building remaining that was standing during 
his visit. At that time, his son, Andrew 
Jackson Jr. owned a plantation in Coahoma 
County, Mississippi.  

Mr. Jackson, who was also called “Old 
Hickory” died at age 78 in 1845 at The 
Hermitage Plantation where over 150 slaves 
lived before the Civil War.  
 

 
Family outside home, St. Helena Island, 1863-1866 
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The Liberty Almanac for 1847: slave trade news. 
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The first debate in the south concerning 
the south’s secession from the Union was 
held at the Old Capitol. By October of 1849, 
the hot political topic was whether California 
would be admitted to the Union as a free 
state and if Congress was going to prohibit 
slavery in the Mexican Territory.  

Mississippi lawmakers agreed to protect 
the rights of slaveholders. At that time, the 
body decided not to secede from the Union.  

The Civil War between the south and the 
north started in April of 1861. The war 
threatened the future of the City of Jackson. 
During the war, the halls of the Old Capitol 
was occupied by union soldiers.  

By 1863, the Old Capitol became the 
headquarters of both Union and Confederate 
military leaders. During the Civil War 
Africans fought with the Union Army and 
with the Confederate Army. 

Union troops sacked and burned sections 
of Jackson. Troops damaged the furniture in 
the Capitol and destroyed the furnishing in 
the Governor’s mansion. The penitentiary 
was burned at the direction of General 
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Sherman. However, the Old Capitol, the 
Mansion, and City Hall were left in tack.  

May 14, 1863 was a sad day for local 
whites. On that day, the Union Flag was 
raised over the state capitol, replacing the 
Confederate flag. But news that slavery was 
ending gave free Africans and enslaved 
Africans hope that a new day and a better life 
was coming. A better life came. 

 

 
City Point, Virginia. Negro soldier guarding 12-pdr. 
Napoleon. (Model 1857). Courtesy Library of Congress 
 

At the end of the Civil War towns and 
plantations in Mississippi were ruined; 
slavery ended, and our nation went through a 
period of reconstruction. Reconstruction 
brought new days for free Africans. 
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Freedmen obtained the right to participate in 
formal weddings.  

 

 
African American soldier at his wedding in Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, Illustration by Alfred Rudolph Waud 

 
During slavery, Africans jumped the 

broom as a symbol of marriage because they 
could not have official weddings like white 
citizens. Schools were formed for freedmen. 
They were also paid wages for their work. 
During slavery many Africans were enslaved, 
and slaves did not earn any wages for 
services and they could not read books. 
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When slaves picked cotton the proceeds 
from the sale of cotton was used by the 
slaveholder who lived in beautiful spacious 
homes. Slaveholders ate well and wore high 
quality shoes. Enslaved Africans ate poorly, 
wore cheap shoes, and lived in shabby 
homes. Cheap shoes hurt your feet.  
 

 
Soldiers on railroad tracks in front of Corinth, 
Mississippi; bridge on fire 1862 

 
After the war, former slaves become 

civilians. During Reconstruction, state 
government was run by former slaves and 
Republicans. Republicans were natives of 
Mississippi; others were from the north.  
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In 1867, the Mississippi legislature elected 
78 whites and 18 freedmen to serve as 
delegates to draft the laws during the 1868 
Constitutional Convention. The new 
constitution followed the federal law. 

In 1870, the federal government passed a 
law granting African American men voting 
rights. A young man named John Roy Lynch 
excelled in politics in Mississippi. Today, 
J.R. Lynch Street which is named for John R. 
Lynch runs through Jackson State University 
in Jackson.  

He was unique because he was born in 
slavery on a plantation near Vidalia, 
Louisiana on September 10, 1847. Vidalia is 
located across the Mississippi River opposite 
of Natchez. Mr. Lynch’s father Patrick Lynch 
was an Irish immigrant. John’s mother was a 
Mulatto slave.   

After the war ended, Mr. Lynch attended 
night classes in Natchez which were taught 
by northerners. Local white Democrats 
eventually ran the teachers out of town. Mr. 
Lynch went to great extremes to continue to 
learn; he hid in the broom closet or stood 
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outside the window to eavesdrop on the 
lessons of local white students.  

 

John R. Lynch, Illustrated in 1884 by John Wesley 
Cromwell, 1846-1927. Courtesy Library of Congress 

 
John Lynch joined the Republican party in 

1868. He served as an assistant secretary at 
the Republican State Convention. That year, 
Governor Adelbert Ames appointed John 
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Lynch to serve as justice of the peace in 
Adams County, Mississippi.  

In November of 1869, John Lynch was 
elected to the Mississippi House of 
Representatives. Surprisingly, lawmakers 
selected, 24-year-old, John Lynch as the 
speaker of the House of Representatives. The 
speaker is powerful. He accepts bills to send 
to the governor for his signature which turns 
the bill into a law. 

John Lynch later ran for U.S. House of 
Representatives; his political district was 
situated in the southern portion of the state. 
The district lines included his home in 
Natchez, Adams County, Mississippi. Over 
half of the citizens in the district were 
African American. When John Lynch was 
sworn into office in 1873, at age 26, he was 
the youngest member of congress.  

Mr. Lynch helped persuade lawmakers to 
support a Civil Rights Bill which outlawed 
discrimination in public accommodations and 
provided equal education to Africans who 
had gained their freedom.  
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Blanche K. Bruce and Hiram Rhoades 
Revels served as senators from Mississippi 
during Reconstruction.   Fredrick   Douglass 
was a national figure. Though born into the 
institution of slavery, Mr. Douglass escaped 
to freedom, became educated, and operated a 
newspaper; he spent decades as a free man 
fighting to end the institution of slavery. 

 

 
“Heroes of the Colored Race” by J. Hoover, 1881 

 
Hiram Revels, from Mississippi, joined 

the Republican Party in 1869. In 1870, he 
was appointed to serve in the United States 
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Senate. After the war, he was educated in the 
north to be a minister and a teacher.  

When Hiram Revels walked through the 
Old Capitol in Jackson in a suit with book 
knowledge the air in the room probably 
parted to make room for his footsteps like the 
waters parted to let the Hebrews walk across 
the red sea when Moses guided them to 
freedom from Egypt. 

Mr. Revels delivered a prayer before the 
Senate session opened. He was a very 
powerful speaker. He became popular with 
other lawmakers and gained their respect. 
The lawmakers voted for Mr. Revels to serve 
Jefferson Davis’s expired senate term which 
ended in 1871.  

When his senate term expired, Mr. Revels 
became the first president of Alcorn 
University in Lorman, Mississippi. Alcorn 
University was the state’s first land grant 
college for freedmen.  

Alcorn University was named for 
Governor James L. Alcorn. The state 
legislature appropriated $50,000 in funds per 
year from 1871 to 1881 to the state’s first 
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public institution of higher learning for 
freedmen. Freedom gave former enslaved 
Africans new opportunities in this land.  

After the Civil War ended the Republican 
party was in power because the party had the 
most votes to make laws. President Abraham 
Lincoln was a Republican. Most former 
slaveholders and southerners belonged to the 
Democratic party. 

Across the country Republicans debated 
on house and senate floors how to treat 
former slaves, what to do about former 
Confederate commanders who committed 
war crimes, and how to rebuild the economy. 
Democrats tried to determine how to get back 
in power and how to restore the south to her 
former glory.  
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CHAPTER 3 
 
 
 
 

 
Harper's Weekly illustration Jan. 27, 1872 

 
The question of the hour is, “What was 

The Mississippi Plan?” 
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Basically, the Democratic Party created 
The Mississippi Plan to overthrow African 
American and Republican rule in state 
government. Louisiana and South Carolina 
Democrats created plans in their states 
modeled after The Mississippi Plan. 

 Freedmen had flooded the voting polls 
after former male slaves obtained voting 
rights in 1870. By 1874, 10 of the 36 seats in 
state government were held by freedmen. In 
December of 1875, whites went to Vicksburg 
to carry out The Mississippi Plan.  

During the election of 1875, white gangs, 
called patrols, used violence to keep 
freedmen from voting. During a three-day 
period, armed gangs murdered an estimated 
300 freedmen in Vicksburg. Eventually, all 
Republican officials in Vicksburg lost their 
seats in city government. 

In January of 1876, President Ulysses S. 
Grant sent a company of troops to Vicksburg 
to end the violence, and to allow the African 
American sheriff to return to the city safely. 
But the president did not send troops to the 
south to prevent the Democrats from 
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murdering freedmen, burning their homes 
and churches, and overthrowing the 
Republican rule in government. 

Persuading 10 to 15 percent of white 
Republicans to switch to the Democratic 
party was one of the key goals of The 
Mississippi Plan. The Democratic party used 
social, economic, and political fear tactics to 
get Republicans to switch political parties. 
Republican were threatened and told to 
switch or leave the state of Mississippi.  

Plantation owners pressured freedmen 
who lived on their farms and worked as 
sharecroppers with eviction to get them to 
stay away from the voting polls. Democrats 
formed ‘rifle clubs’ and committed mass 
shootings against African Americans at 
Republican rallies to discourage freedmen 
from voting. Dozens of freedmen were shot 
down in broad daylight at rallies.  

Governor Ames requested President 
Ulysses S. Grant to send federal troops to the 
state to reduce the incidents of lawlessness 
by white groups. However, President Grant 
wanted to seek reelection and feared if he 
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supported the Republicans the Democrats 
would carry the state of Ohio in the next 
presidential election.  

 

 
Honorable Adelbert Ames, Mississippi Governor, 

Library of Congress 

 
After the Democrats took control of 

Mississippi politics, they devised a plan to 
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get John R. Lynch out of office. The 
Democrats redrew the boundary map to Mr. 
Lynch’s political district. The original district 
included lower southern counties.  

The new district included Natchez, where 
Mr. Lynch lived, and it stretched up the state 
along the Mississippi River. The new district 
added more Democratic voters and reduced 
the number of African American and 
Republican voters to help James R. 
Chalmers, a Democrat, get elected into Mr. 
Lynch district. 

Mr. Chalmers had served as a general in 
the Confederate army. He won the election. 
The Democratic party planned to reverse the 
gains African American obtained under 
Mississippi Republican rule through the 
Democratic party’s blueprint – the plan.  

Nashida’s mother has a book that John R. 
Lynch wrote about Reconstruction in 1913 
entitled The Facts of Reconstruction. Mr. 
Lynch shared his views on Reconstruction. 
Many writers of the time reported in 
newspapers and books that former slaves 
were uneducated and too ignorant to hold 
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public office. However, Mr. Lynch was self-
educated. He studied law and he was as smart 
as any white Democratic politician in the 
state or in the country. 

Mr. Lynch felt that Mississippi courts 
were friendly to the new policies formed by 
the new government until President Grant 
appointed Joseph P. Bradley and Morrison R. 
Waite as federal judges in Mississippi.  

Both judges favored the idea that states 
had the right to govern its citizens without 
honoring the United States Constitution and 
federal laws. This concept was called, 
“states’ rights.” Mississippi lawmakers 
favored reducing freedmen as close as 
possible to their former status as slaves.  

The Republicans and congress passed the 
civil rights acts to elevate freedmen to an 
equal status with planters, slave holders, and 
white citizens. The national civil rights acts 
included the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments 
to the United States Constitution. But 
Mississippi Democrats rejected the society 
which was created during Reconstruction. 
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Mr. Lynch said Judge Brandley and Judge 
Waite declared the national civil rights acts 
unconstitutional. The Mississippi court also 
weakened the federal protections the federal 
government enacted to protect freedmen 
from domestic violence. 

The Reconstruction period ended in 1877. 
Jim Crow was born. The Klu Klux Klan and 
a system of corrupt law enforcement reigned 
in Mississippi for the next 90 years.  
 

 
Vicksburg, Mississippi 1861-1865. Library of Congress 
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CHAPTER 4 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In 1865, Mississippi’s state lawmakers 
implemented Jim Crow laws. The members 
of the Democratic party did not feel that 
newly freed Africans deserved to be equal to 
them. So, Democrats created laws that made 
freedmen second class citizens. 

The Democrats reversed the civil rights 
laws that the majority Republican party 
enacted during Reconstruction 1865-1877.  
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The Jim Crow laws rendered African 
Americans second class citizens and reduced 
and removed their citizenship rights.  
 

Some Jim Crow laws are listed below: 
 

1865 Declared interracial marriage a felony; the 
punishment was life in prison at the state 
penitentiary. 

1865 Unlawful for any freedman, mulatto, or 
Negro to ride in any first-class passenger 
car with Whites on the railroad. The 
penalty was $50 to $500. Person convicted 
could be put in jail until the fine was paid.  

1867 African Americans were declared 
incompetent to serve as jurors. 

1878 Unlawful to teach African American and 
White children in the same classroom. 

1890 Created separate schools for White and 
African American children 

1930 Established separate schools for Indians 
1958 Authorized the governor to close parks to 

prevent desegregation 
 

Historians called Reconstruction which 
was a short period when African American 
and Republican lawmakers dominated state 
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and federal government, the radical 
government.  

During Reconstruction freedmen enjoyed 
equal liberties because federal troops were on 
the ground in former slave states like 
Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, South Carolina, Texas, and 
Virginia to protect freedmen.  

Reconstruction was not an easy period in 
our country. The Civil War changed the 
south and the economy. Before the Civil 
War, white slaveholders were the wealthiest 
citizens in the United States of America.  

At the end of the war, wealthy planters 
had lost their ability to use slaves as free 
labor. Some southerners considered it radical 
to see former slaves reading law books or 
reading any book for that matter because 
during slavery reading was reserved for 
whites only.  

As Democrats declared, there had been 
crooked politicians in the Republican party. 
Mississippi Lieutenant Governor, Alexander 
K. Davis was accused of corruption. Mr. 
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Davis was impeached (removed) from office 
for being dishonest with money.  

Thomas W. Cardozo was the first African 
American Superintendent of Education in 
Mississippi. He lived in Vicksburg, Warren 
County, Mississippi. He resigned from office 
because the Democrats planned to impeach 
him too.   

Mr. Cardozo was the son of a free born 
mixed race mother and a Jewish father who 
was a journalist. His parents would not have 
been able to live in Mississippi because 
interracial relationships were illegal.  

In January of 1876, the Democrats took 
control of the legislature. The Democrats 
promised Mississippians they would lower 
taxes and reduce state spending. The 
Democrats fired many state employees, 
especially African American workers, and 
reduced the salaries of others.  

From 1876 to 1886, the Democrats cut 
state spending in half. They basically 
eliminated spending on freedmen by 
reducing spending on education and the 
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services that the Republicans had allotted for 
freedmen during Reconstruction.  

There were lawless bands of murderers in 
the Democratic party. They committed mass 
shootings on African Americans like school 
shootings in society today. Back then, white 
men who killed African Americans were not 
even charged with murder because they 
belonged to secret criminal organizations like 
the Klu Klux Klan.  

Under the Democratic rule, some sheriffs 
were corrupt. Some lawmen wore a mask on 
their faces and rode at night and burned out 
and murdered African Americans. The next 
morning, they put their mask under their bed 
and wore their sheriff’s badge to work and in 
the community. Klansmen were judges too 
and they also controlled the courts. 

By 1890, most lawmakers in Mississippi 
belonged to the Democratic party and they 
agreed to get freedmen out of politics all 
together. The plan was to create laws which 
would ensure that freedmen could not vote or 
hold political office.  
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The majority Democratic legislature met 
for 81 days and their number one priority was 
determining how to get freedmen out of 
politics. They added poll taxes, literacy tests, 
and long registration and residency laws on 
the books to prevent freedmen from voting 
and holding public office.  

The Mississippi Plan worked like a charm. 
In 1876, there were 52,705 African American 
men voting in Mississippi. By 1898, the laws 
implemented by the Democratic party such as 
poll taxes and literacy tests had reduced the 
number of African American registered 
voters to 3,573.  

Henry said, “The Democrats took 
everything from the freedmen.” 

Jana feels that the Democratic party was 
not fair to former slaves. 

Mia thought the Democratic party was 
corrupt. 

Nashida’s mother said, “The Democratic 
party took a lot from our people; however, 
they didn’t take everything.” 

Mississippi politics created new African 
Americans leaders like John R. Lynch, Hiram 
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Revels, and Blanche K. Bruce. These fine 
men and many others like them excelled in 
their fields and became a testament to new 
generations that no matter how hard the road 
gets we must continue to work together and 
put our best foot forward.  

When Mr. Revels was a lawmaker, he got 
along with members of the Republican party 
and the Democratic party. He opposed 
violence against African American and he 
argued against the Republican party’s 
penalties for former Confederates. 

Unlike Mr. Lynch and Mr. Bruce, Mr. 
Revels was born a free African in 
Fayetteville, North Carolina in 1827. He 
exercised his rights to votes before the Civil 
War. Mr. Revels was an African American 
Methodist minister at the time of his passing 
at age 74 in Aberdeen, Mississippi. 

Mr. Bruce had escaped from slavery in 
Prince Edward County, Virginia in 1861 and 
moved to Hannibal, Missouri. The very first 
thing he did with his freedom was establish 
the first school in the area for African 
Americans. He left Missouri in 1869 with a 
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college degree and 75 cents in pocket. Mr. 
Bruce was well spoken and dressed well.  

Mr. Bruce moved to Mississippi and got 
involved in politics where he met Governor 
James L. Alcorn. Mr. Alcorn appointed Mr. 
Bruce, County Assessor of Bolivar County, 
Mississippi. Mr. Bruce was elected sheriff of 
Bolivar County too. He also purchased 1,000 
acres of farmland.  

Mr. Bruce was very popular. He became 
the superintendent of the Bolivar County 
public school system. He served a full term 
as a Mississippi senator from 1875-1881. Mr. 
Bruce argued with his contemporaries for the 
equal rights of freedmen and Indians. He 
even supported bills to allow Chinese 
immigrants to come to our country.  

Other politicians did not want Chinese to 
become citizens of the United States of 
America. Mr. Bruce believed non-whites 
deserved the same opportunities that white 
citizens enjoyed.  

Mr. Bruce was a great statesman. He 
supported human rights for all men. In 1881, 
President James A. Garfield appointed Mr. 
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Bruce registrar of the United States 
Treasurer. Mr. Bruce died in 1998 at age 57 
in Washington, District of Columbia.  

Mr. Lynch was re-elected to congress 
from Mississippi in 1882. He made several 
more unsuccessful bids for congress 
afterward. He was a Mississippi member of 
the Republican National Committee from 
1884 to 1889.  

In 1884, Mr. John Lynch delivered the 
keynote speech at the Republican National 
Convention. In 1897, President William 
McKinney appointed Mr. Lynch to serve as a 
major in the Army, and as the paymaster of 
volunteers in the Spanish-American war.  

John Lynch retired in 1911. In 1913, he 
published his first book The Facts of 
Reconstruction. Mr. Lynch was editing his 
autobiography Reminiscences of an Active 
Life in 1939 when he died in Chicago at age 
92. He was the last African American to 
deliver a key speech at a national convention 
for a major political party until 1968. 

The story of the Old Capitol Museum 
taught us that laws changes old worlds into 
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new worlds and can change new worlds into 
old worlds. In the 19th and the 20th centuries 
Mississippi laws favored white society.  

There are many lessons for visitors of the 
Old Capitol Museum to learn. First, the right 
to vote and to hold public office are very 
important to groups in democratic societies.  

The group that owns the land and the 
businesses are the ruling class. Lawmakers 
are elected by voters. Next, politicians are 
powerful. Lawmakers create laws. Lastly, 
laws rule the land.  
 

 
Illustration - The Fifteenth Amendment. 

Courtesy of the Library of Congress 
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Street view Charleston, S.C., Photo by H.C. Foster 1865 

 

 
Atlanta, GA, 1865, Photo by George N. Barnard 
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Family, Grant's Town, Nassau, W.I.                  

Photo by William Henry Jackson, 1900 
 

 
Mansion still standing in Columbia, South Carolina, built 

1823 for Ainsley Hall, a wealthy merchant. 
Photo taken in 2017 by Carol M. Highsmith  
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Family posed in 1907 in former slave quarters at the  

Hermitage Plantation, Savannah, Georgia 
Photo by the Detroit Publishing Company 
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               Make comments online @ 
             https://meredithetc.com/nashida-3/ 
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Old Capitol Museum 
 

 

 
Photo by Carol M. Highsmith,11-04-2017 

 
Old Capitol Museum 
100 South State Street 

Jackson, Mississippi 39205 
Downtown Jackson - Capital City of Mississippi 

Hours: Tues – Sat 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. – Sun 1 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
www.oldcapitolmuseum.com  

 
The Old Capitol served as Mississippi’s statehouse from 
1839 to 1903. The skilled labor of enslaved Africans 
helped construct this monumental beautiful Greek styled 
building. 

 
 
 

http://www.oldcapitolmuseum.com/
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OTHER BOOKS BY MEREDITH COLEMAN MCGEE: 
Odyssey (Poetry, Speeches, Articles, Leadership Study) 

 

James Meredith Warrior and the America that created him 
(Biography about Civil Rights icon James Meredith) 

 

Married to Sin (Memoir about Darlene Collier) 
Casada al Pecado Spanish translation of Married to Sin 

 

Nashida: Visits the Smith Robertson Museum  
 

Nashida: Visits Mississippi’s Old Capitol Museum 
 

Meredith Etc Children Books: 
My Brother J-Boy by Hazel Janell Meredith 

 

Saving the Manatees by JaNiya Williams  
Illustrated by Calla Ridgeway  

 

Nashida: Visits the Smith Robertson Museum  
By Meredith Coleman McGee 

Character Illustrated by Loretha Wallace 
 

Nashida: Visits Mississippi’s Old Capitol Museum 
By Meredith Coleman McGee 

 

Try the Community Library Mississippi’s book series: 
My First Book Series (six books for early learners) 

My 1 to 5 Activity Book Vol. 1, 42 pages 
My A to G Activity Book Vol. 2, 21 pages 
My H to P Activity Book Vol. 3, 49 pages 

My 10 to 100 Activity Book Vol. 4, 31 pages 
My 2 to 24 Activity Book Vol. 5, 36 pages 
My Q to Z Activity Book Vol. 6, 56 pages 
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